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The B&L staff is excited to announce this year’s 
Spectrum 2024 users’ conference!  It will be held  
in Charleston, South Carolina at the Charleston 
Marriott beginning on Sunday evening, October 6th 
through Tuesday afternoon, October 8th. Spectrum 
is a user conference is like no other. It is the largest 
gathering of metalcasters using the Odyssey  
ERP software.   

Spectrum offers two full days of mini-classes, panel 
discussions and networking opportunities.  Learn 
about the new features and enhancements being 
deployed in Odyssey. 

Every attendee and their guest are invited to a Sunday 
night Welcome Reception to enjoy mingling, food, 
and drinks. This is the time to socialize with other 
customers and the wonderful B&L team. 

Here are actual comments from previous Spectrum 
events.

“The atmosphere was phenomenal, mini classes 
were very informative.”

“Always enjoy seeing everyone from B&L and other 
attendees. Networking is one of the greatest tools. 
Finding out how others in our industry are utilizing 
Odyssey.”

“Likely the best Spectrum (class wise) in a long time 
for power users and covering new features. Seemed 
like a lot of new information was presented as 
Odyssey continues to grow.”

Charleston is a popular tourist destination, attracting 
visitors from all over the world to experience its 
unique blend of Southern charm, historic landmarks, 
beaches, and cuisine.

Please stay turned, additional details will be shared 
with our customers soon by visiting www.blinfo.com 
and going to the Events page.

Spectrum 2024
Kristine Craft, Vice President – Professional Services & Support
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Will we see you at Q2 classes?

Classes will be held both in person, at our new training facility, and virtually. Please see our website for full details. (BLInfo.com/Classes)

Odyssey Go-Lives 
 
The following three companies went live with new installations of Odyssey ERP in the 1st quarter of 2024:

Signings
During the January – March 2024 timeframe, new metalcasting companies signing to the Cloud-based Odyssey ERP software system included:

• Dart Casting – Alsip, IL. Dart 
Casting provides customers 
with a manufacturing partner 

that can handle any aluminum die casting project. From innovative 
tooling to machining and finishing services, Dart Casting is your  
one-stop-shop for American-made and competitively priced  
aluminum die-cast products. They cast high pressure aluminum 
die castings up to 25 lbs. in part weight produced for almost every  
industry and for countless applications. From one die casting  
machine in a tiny garage-sized space to 14 die cast machines and  
100,000 sq. ft. of manufacturing space, Dart Casting has grown to  
meet the needs of their clients. 

• Morris Bean – Yellow 
Springs, OH. Morris Bean & 
Company started as a part 

of Antioch College and has grown to their current 185,000-square  

foot facility on 60 acres in Yellow Springs, Ohio. They utilize gravity 
and low-pressure casting processes to cast aluminum alloys in the  
300 series. Molding methods include Antioch plaster, Air-set sand,  
and cold-box sand in combination with permanent and semi-
permanent molds. Their gravity pour process has the capacity for up to 
a 4,000-pound casting.

•   Cast7, LLC. – Hibbing, MN. Located in Northern 
Minnesota, their skilled employees bring 
products from the concept stage through 
completion or develop customer-provided 

models into prototypes, production patterns and permanent  
molds. Cast Corporation supplies to many industries including  
mining, pumping, recreation, and heavy industries.  Some of  
their clients include U.S. Steel, Cleveland-Cliffs, Cummins,  
Detroit Diesel, Polaris, VESCO Dewatering, and GPM, Inc.   

• Prospect Foundry LLC – Minneapolis, MN. Since 1936, they have delivered on their promise of  
quality craftsmanship and transparent partnership Today, they are geared for the future through the 
integration of modern technology, producing trusted castings in a fraction of the time for industries that 
make America run.

Bootcamp 
May 13-14, 2024

Crystal Reports 
May 15-16, 2024

Administrator Workshop 
June 18-19, 2024

Customer Spotlight: Metal Technologies

Congratulations to B&L customer, Metal Technologies, who was recently awarded the CPower Flexibility Award for 
participating in innovative energy management programs! These programs protect communities by managing the 
electric use during grid disruptions.
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Recently released, Odyssey 
6.4.5 is chockful of many 
new features, most of which 
were requested through the 
Customer Feedback Forum.

 Enhancements were added 
throughout the system, from 
accounting to scheduling and 
everything in between. Like 
all new releases, there are 
performance and stability 

improvements to help smooth out your daily tasks. To review 
all the enhancements and improvements, please visit the B&L 
Knowledge Base at help.blinfo.com and click on the Release 
Notes section from the main page. 

If you have not visited B&L’s Knowledge Base, this is the 
perfect opportunity to do so. Built from the ground up, the 
B&L Knowledge Base offers improved user experience and 
searching capability. All the documents in Rapid Support have 
moved to the B&L Knowledge Base, so you will not miss any 
crucial documents or videos. Many new documents have 
been added, and we will continue to add them regularly. To 
access the B&L Knowledge Base, you will need a username and 
password. Contact our support team at support@blinfo.com 
to get access to the Knowledge Base’s wealth of information. 

In Odyssey 6.4.5, we are releasing the beta version of our new 
business intelligence tool – Odyssey BI. Leveraging modern 
tools, Odyssey BI will allow robust and flexible access to 
your data to generate meaningful and powerful graphs and  
charts. This is a large but exciting undertaking, and we look 
forward to your feedback on this new enhancement to make 
it fully ready for general availability in Odyssey 7.0, the next 
release of Odyssey. 

A new feature is Standard Basic Financial Statement Definition 
Creation.  This enhancement has added the functionality to 
create Financial Statement definitions for a basic Balance Sheet 
and/or Income Statement. These statement definitions are 
based on the current G/L accounts set up and their account 
types. This option is available on the Financial Statement 
Definition screen.  

You can now generate Material Requirements based on the 
Customer Order Backlog through a date. A new Material 
Requirements Inquiry screen [OE1250] was added to the  
Order Processing menu. From this inquiry, the Material 
Requirements can be created and viewed. A report is also 
available from this option. 

Now that Odyssey 6.4.5 has been released, the development 
team is quickly back at it, designing and coding features for 
our next release. Odyssey 7.0 is scheduled for a fall release, 
and the B&L Cloud will be upgraded on November 10th and 
November 17th. Because the scope of the upgrade far exceeds 
the normally scheduled downtime, we will upgrade half of the 
B&L Cloud one weekend and the rest of the B&L Cloud the 
following weekend. Those on the B&L Cloud will be notified 

Brad Clark, Manager
Research & Development

 ODYSSEY UPDATE

Brad Clark, Vice President – 
Research and Development

Prepping for Odyssey 6.4.5
which weekend they will be upgraded early this Summer. On-
premise customers can begin scheduling their upgrades as 
soon as 7.0’s general availability is announced in late October. 

This release will include an upgrade to Progress version 12.8, 
the latest Progress OpenEdge Long-Term Release. By upgrading 
to Progress OE 12.8, Odyssey will use the latest Progress RDBMS 
and Application Servers. We will also have access to some of 
their new advanced database and language features that we 
will integrate into Odyssey in future releases. On-premise 
customers will also need to upgrade their systems to Progress 
OpenEdge 12.8 when they upgrade to Odyssey 7.0 

Several releases ago, B&L laid the foundation for a new front-
end user interface architecture. We strategically planned to  
roll these changes out throughout several releases to avoid 
drastic interruptions. In Odyssey 6.4.5, Links, Comments, and 
many Reports will use the new Modern UI. The functionality 
is the same or better, but the styling and user experience are 
more modern and user-friendly. In Odyssey 7.0, we will deliver 
the revamped Shop Floor Manager using the new Modern UI. 
We are not redesigning the layout or the SFM’s functionality, 
but we are improving the user experience to help make it  
more user-friendly and simpler to use. And with the hood 
popped, we’ll see what cool enhancements we can add while 
revamping the UI. 

The Shop Floor Manager revamp and Odyssey BI are not the 
only features R&D will work on. We will be including many 
enhancements requested by customers through the Feedback 
Forum. These will be focused on our 2024 areas of emphasis 
– Quality, Costing, Inventory, and Scheduling. We understand 
the importance of these modules in helping you run your 
business, and we are looking to make enhancements to meet 
your business’s needs. 

Upcoming  
B&L Webinars

Undo Packing Slips & More 
May 20, 2024

Product Allocations 
June 17, 2024 

Consignment Inventory 
July 29, 2024

Webinars are hosted through  
Microsoft Teams. Please see our  

website for full details.  
(https://www.blinfo.com/services/

educational/webinars/)
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Upcoming Tradeshows 

AFS Foundry 4.0  
July 30, 2024 – July 31, 2024  
Hyatt Regency Milwaukee

Industry 4.0 is here. Forward-thinking metalcasters are leveraging innovation and technology to boost productivity, profits, and worker 
safety right now. Attend our upcoming conference to discover practical strategies to implement Industry 4.0 in your foundry or die  
casting facility. Learn how data-driven manufacturing, automation, and workforce training can future-proof your operations for sustained 
success. Network with industry experts and walk away with an action plan tailored to your unique goals. The future of manufacturing starts 
today - join us to take the first step toward a smarter, more agile tomorrow.

NADCA Die Casting Congress & Exposition  
September 30, 2024 – October 2, 2024 
Indianapolis, IN

The 2024 Die Casting Congress & Exposition, a must-attend event for anyone in the die casting industry, will be held September 30 -  
October 2, 2024, at the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis, IN. This event will include three days of Congress sessions given by 
experts from around the world.

B&L Information Systems, Inc.
4707 Rambo Rd.
Bridgman, MI 49106-9723
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